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Good afternoon everyone.  Thank you very much indeed, Grant. 

 
I had the joy of visiting Ensus, not too long ago actually, and at the same time I visited Nova 
Pangaea. I don’t know if we’ve Sarah from Nova Pangaea in the room? Yes. Good to see you. 
 
This is really personal for me, as the minister responsible for decarbonisation and the future of 
transport.  My father started his career at ICI Wilton, after serving his time at Marchon, which 
was a chemical industry in my community in West Cumbria. He then went on to work on the oil 
rigs, off Aberdeen, and then came back to work at Sellafield power systems. Looking at my 
own family, my brother works in cyber security and my husband has got 43 years’ experience 
as a nuclear welder. But the thing I am most delighted about is that two of my four daughters 
are now working in engineering.  And they want us politicians to do this.  
 
The public has got such an appetite for the decarbonisation of all of society. But, as you say, 
the predominance of the emissions come from the transport sector. About 67% are from road 
vehicles.  But the solution, if you look at the SWOT analysis, it is most definitely the 
opportunity in areas that I care so much about; the industrial heartland areas, where there is a 
fantastic heritage of chemical processing and power systems and most importantly of people.  
They really understand the engineering aspects, the art of the possible - the pioneers, the 
inventors, the innovators, the smart machine makers, the risktakers. That is what these 
industrial communities do so well.  
 
The Prime Minister set out in his 10 Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution what we are 
going to achieve, and at the Department of Transport we have also set it out, in our 
Decarbonisation of Transport Plan. 
 
Under the bonnet, it is about you, the industry, because we can’t do this without you. But it 
ticks all our boxes, whether it’s levelling up or building back greener, it absolutely ticks those 
boxes and that’s why I’m delighted that the RTFA has invited me here finally, remember this 
has been in the diary for some months, so finally it’s really good to be here to talk to the 
companies and I’ve already been doing that; to learn about the nuts and bolts, the chemical 
processes, the feedstocks, the improvements, the retention, the apprentices, to make sure that 
all those stars are aligned to support you. I’m just delighted that this is something I have been 
able to undertake as a Minister, with my most wonderful colleague, Robert Courts. I kind of set 
up the system, and hopefully it runs smoothly, so Robert can look after it. 
 
We want to take advantage of the environmental and economic benefits that establishing this 
industry in the UK can bring. We’ve got a world leading advanced fuel sector in the making 
and we are going further. The Net Zero Strategy confirmed our ambition to see 10% SAF  
blended into the UK fuel mix by 2030. This is an ambitious target, but it is an achievable one.  
It can help create an environment where our domestic manufacturing capability for advanced 
fuels really can thrive. 
 



 

It also highlights our commitment to the growth of the sector, a commitment proven through 
our capital support which you have been talking to me about this afternoon. 
 
Building on the progress of our previous advanced fuels competitions, from which many of you 
are receiving support, in the Autumn we announced £180m of further support to develop UK 
SAF fuels. 
 
Of this, £168m will go towards a new multi-year advanced fuels competition that will continue 
to drive the sector forward and we very much hope unlock further investment. The remaining 
£12m will be used to establish a SAF clearing house to certify new fuels and support early 
stage aviation fuel testing. 
 
We are exploring what other interventions could help accelerate the commercialisation of the 
UK SAF sector, including how we can best build investor confidence in UK plants. So, please, 
you know your industry best. As politicians we will never know what you know, so we would 
ask you to be really forthcoming in what you recommend.  If you were in our shoes, what 
would you want to do? That is a really important message that I want to send out to you.  
Please continue to talk to us, because we are committed to renewable transport fuels, and I 
think this is particularly topical at the moment, to our own domestic production - spurring from 
faith in the industry and the role it will play in decarbonising transport. 
 
Technologies like SAF, improved efficiencies, airspace modernization and zero emission 
aircraft will be key to achieve net zero aviation. Helping us doing the things we love but 
differently, in ways that are more sustainable and do not harm the environment. 
 
So establishing a strong SAF sector in the UK will bring more than just carbon savings - it will 
strengthen our economy and create jobs in local communities, where they are most needed. 
 
I look around here today and I look at the map of the 8 projects we have got and the strong 
foundations required to build a world-leading domestic SAF sector, with the likes of  
Velocys, Alfanar, Green Fuels, LanzaTech, Carbon Engineering, Nova Pangaea and 
Petrofac....We really do have the skills, it’s in our DNA, and the experience and innovative 
minds, particularly located in the North I’d have to say, although I am completely biased, that 
are undoubtedly the envy of many. 
 
I’m sure that we all appreciate that this is not something we can do in silos. If we are to realise 
our ambitions of a thriving industry within the UK, then we must collaborate. We are 
collaborating.  Even with competitors that collaboration is absolutely essential. And it’s great to 
see many of the projects showcased here, already backed by strong partnerships. 
 
Through our own Jet Zero Council and its SAF Delivery Group we will continue to bring 
stakeholders together to understand what support projects need and how we can facilitate the 
establishment of new partnerships. Partnerships with airlines, to purchase SAF; with 
contractors, to build plants, and most importantly with investors, to scale up this industry 
quickly. 
 
Partnerships such as the Breakthrough Energy Catalyst announced by the Prime Minister and 
Bill Gates, that will drive investment into the next generation of green technologies. 
Partnerships that further our ambition for this sector, that can help us make the SAF projects 
you are developing operational sooner, rather than later. 
 
I very much look forward to talking with you all about this. I look forward to visiting more of 
your sites and I am hugely grateful for this opportunity to speak to you, thank you – this is a 
very personal journey for me – and I’m delighted to have this responsibility and to be tasked by 
the Prime Minister to fulfil it, in great collaboration with my good friend, the Minister for 
Aviation. 
 
Thank you. 


